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knew that even an economic revolution could not
break through the strong barrier of caste prejudice.
It is difficult at this stage of our national history
to say what will become of the Harijans of India.
Will they who have also struggled for the freedom
of India ever enjoy fully the fruits of our victory ?
The wrath of God would fall too heavily on us if
when the struggle was over we denied them their
full share in that freedom which they had helped
to bring about.
So poverty and prejudice became two of the
greatest obstacles in the way of realising our ideals.
But are our ideals the same as those of the genera-
tion that still dominates the destiny of India ? The
power of orthodoxy in spite of the attacks that have
been made on it has not waned, and prejudice still
predominates in spite of Gandhi. Perhaps there was
something in what Nehru said. It is too early to
tell. Someday we will realise that caste has done
our country little good and that in the settlement of
accounts we will have to pay for the poverty that
we have neglected in this attempt to resurrect and
save our national soul.
Some phases of this prejudice have struck me as
brutally inhuman. I am told that on the Malabar
Coast, which is somewhere in the South of India,
and where the Nayar community is regarded as the
privileged caste, life is almost unbearable for those
who happen to belong to the depressed classes. If